
 
To the Teach the Forest Representative: 
 
Thank you for participating in this critical campaign. Below is everything you will need to Teach the Forest 
in your classes and lectures. Here’s what to do:  
 
1) Write the following on the board:  
 - LAFCO hearing June 6 at the County Building, 701 Ocean Street, Room 525 at 10am   
 - www.teachtheforest.wordpress.com 
2) Give the presentation (below).  
3) Emphasize showing up to the LAFCO meeting.  
4) Pass out the petition. Remember to collect the petition.  
5) Also, see if there are people willing to join the Teach the Forest coalition. Give them packets 
immediately; make sure they sign them out.  
6) Students need to check out the packets. We need a name, email, and cell phone number. PACKETS 
MUST BE RETURNED to the wooden dropbox outside of 413 in Social Sciences 1. We need these 
Tuesday, June 5 by 9pm (before the LAFCO meeting). More packets can be picked up next to the 
dropbox. As a last restort for packet pick up and drop off call Kali Rubaii 831-297-2428.  
 
 

The Presentation 
 
Hello, I am _____ and I am here to Teach the Forest!  
 
Despite the University of California’s fiscal crisis, UCSC administrators are proceeding with the Long 
Range Development Plan (LRDP), an initiative that would fund unsustainable infrastructure at the expense 
of education, sensitive ecosystems, and regional water sustainability. On June 6th, the Local Agency 
Formation Commission (LAFCO) will vote on a resolution that will determine the fate of this plan. 
 
Since 2005, the UCSC administration has been planning for expansion into the redwood and chaparral 
landscapes of upper campus. In order to enact this plan, UCSC needs LAFCO - a government organization 
tasked with curbing urban sprawl - to approve the extension of water service to that area. At the June 6th 
meeting, LAFCO has the authority to force the University to reaffirm its commitment to real and lasting 
sustainability. 
 
The proposed LRDP would develop 240 acres and construct 3 million square feet of new buildings in what 
is now the campus natural reserve.  This development would destroy valued forest and nature trails, stress 
an already taxed city water supply, and threaten federally endangered species. Water scarcity is already 
critical in Santa Cruz County. Current water usage is depleting our aquifers, creating salt water intrusion, 
depriving the San Lorenzo River of its natural flows, and leading the City to pursue the construction of an 
energy-intensive, costly desalination plant. Proposed UCSC campus development would only add to these 
burdens. 
 
The June 6th LAFCO public hearing is our best hope to change the direction of this plan.   Here’s what 
you can do to save upper campus: 
 
1) Show up to the LAFCO hearing June 6th, 10 a.m. at the County Building, 701 Ocean Street, 
room 525. Your presence is our greatest source of power. Strength in numbers!  
2) Raise your hand if you are committed to showing up at the LAFCO hearing. Bring three other people 
and make it a party!  
3) We are passing around the petition, please sign the petition.  
4) If you are interested in being part of the Teach the Forest and giving a presentation like I just did, please 
raise your hand and I will give you a packet and you can sign it out! 
5) More information can be found at www.teachtheforest.wordpress.com and like us on Facebook!  
 
Thank you! You rock!  
 


